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It thus became interesting to see the now deserted mansion
where he lived, the study wherein he would hold long conversa-
tions with his Native friends, and the terrace wherefrom, as he
paced up and down with halting gait or hesitating step, he
would gaze wistfully over the broad territories which, after a
lifetime of labour, he was about to quit for ever on account of
his failing health.

After a very brief sojourn in Mysore I made a general
report on the progress of the famine in southern India, and on
the means which had been or were being employed for the
administration of relief. The calamity had up to that time (the
end of April 1877) been encountered by the Madras Govern-
ment and its officers with devoted zeal and with a considerable,
though not an unvarying, measure of success. The relief works
had been established everywhere at suitable places, and the
numerous gangs of labourers were kept in fair order and disci-
pline, but an increase of professional supervision by experienced
engineers was needed. Gratuitous relief was being adminis-
tered to the infirm and helpless with liberality and care. In
all branches of the relief work, the desideratum was European
agency, as experience had abundantly shewn that for affairs of
this nature the Government cannot depend on Native agency
uncontrolled. The Madras Government had strenuously ex-
erted itself to supply European agency accordingly, and to
strengthen it as the distress increased. Still the question of
the hour was whether the staff of English officers would or
could be augmented sufficiently to cope with the famine, which
was becoming more and more intense. There had been some
mortality from starvation, as already explained, at Madras itself;
not indeed that any inhabitants of the capital had starved, but
that wanderers from a distance, taking refuge there, had suc-
cumbed. Elsewhere the mortality had tip to that date been
caused in a lesser degree from hunger, but largely from epidemic
diseases, such as cholera and small-pox.

It was now necessary for me to quit the Presidency of
Madras and proceed to that of Bombay. After my departure
there occurred another calamity of season in southern India,